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OPERATION SAVE A TEEN

. The Swampscott Police Department, in conjunction with The Massachusetts Alcohol and Beverage Control Commission, will be participating in Operation Save a Teen during the month of May. The National Liquor Law Enforcement Association organizes Operation Save a Teen. This is a focused data collection effort targeting underage drinking in communities and states across the nation.  The purpose of this effort is to place a value on liquor law enforcement efforts, demonstrating the connection between enforcing the laws related to underage drinking and saving lives through safer communities. As we are aware, May is the time of many school proms. The Swampscott Senior Prom is May 28,2008. Officers from the Swampscott Police Department, working in conjunction with the Massachusetts State Alcohol Beverage Commission, will be participating in the pre prom and after prom activities in Swampscott on May 28,2008. Officers will be looking for signs of intoxication and evidence of students being in possession of alcohol. Officers will also be checking on local establishments to see if they are selling alcohol to under aged prom goers. 

Underage drinking in the United States is reaching a critical level.  In 2005, about 10.8 million persons ages 12 -20 (28% of the age group) reported drinking alcohol in the past month.  Nearly 7.2 million (18.8%) were binge drinkers, and 2.3 million (6%) were heavy drinkers. Data provided by the Monitoring the Future survey indicate that three out of every four students have consumed alcohol beyond just a few sips, two fifths of students have consumed alcohol by the 8th grade and more than half (58%) of the 12th graders report having been drunk at least once in their life.  From the same survey, one fifth of the 8th grade students report having been drunk at least once in their life.

  In the month of May, The Swampscott Police Department, The Massachusetts State Alcohol Beverages Control Commission and the National Liquor Law Enforcement Officers will focus on underage drinking enforcement with a goal of keeping the younger members of our community safe. As we are all aware, it is illegal in Massachusetts for persons under the age of 21 to possess or use alcohol, and for adults to furnish or provide alcohol to anyone under the age of 21. The Swampscott Police Department has a zero tolerance policy on under aged drinking and the above agencies are committed saving teens in our community.

